
Federal Prosecutors Resign Amid 
Controversy Over Trump Administration’s 
Handling of Minnesota ICE Shooting 
Investigation 
 
 

In a dramatic development that highlights growing internal conflict within the U.S. Department of 
Justice (DOJ), several federal prosecutors have resigned in protest over how the Trump 
administration has responded to a high-profile fatal shooting in Minneapolis. The upheaval 
comes amid intense debate over investigative priorities in the case of Renee Nicole Good, a 
37-year-old U.S. citizen who was shot and killed by an Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) officer during an immigration enforcement operation earlier this month. The resignations 
signal deep dissatisfaction among career Justice Department attorneys over what they view as 
political interference, a sidelined civil rights probe, and a shift in focus away from accountability 
for the use of lethal force by federal law enforcement. 

Minnesota Shooting Sparks National Outcry 
On January 7, 2026, federal authorities reported that an ICE agent shot and killed Renee 
Nicole Good in south Minneapolis after what officials described as a vehicle encounter during a 
protest. Federal agents say the officer who fired the shots was acting in self-defense, claiming 
Good’s vehicle posed a threat to officers. However, video footage and eyewitness accounts 
have raised significant questions about that narrative, showing Good’s car appearing to move 
away when she was struck. 

Good’s death has reverberated nationwide, drawing sharp criticism from political leaders, civil 
rights advocates, and local officials who allege a lack of transparency and accountability in the 
federal response. Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey and Minnesota Governor Tim Walz have both 
publicly condemned the handling of the shooting, accusing federal authorities of “hiding facts” 
and blocking state involvement in the investigation. 

Tension Over Control of the Investigation 
The probe into Good’s killing has become a flashpoint in a broader struggle over jurisdiction and 
investigative authority. Initially, the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) was 
set to work jointly with the FBI on the case. But days after the incident, federal prosecutors and 



the FBI reportedly barred state investigators from participating further, taking exclusive control of 
evidence and interviews. This unusual move has raised legal and constitutional questions about 
the rights of state authorities to assist in investigations involving possible criminal use of force 
by a federal agent. 

Legal experts note that federal officers may enjoy immunity under the Supremacy Clause if 
their actions were both constitutionally proper and within the scope of federal authority. But 
critics argue that refusing to allow state involvement undermines public confidence and limits 
transparency, especially in a case that ended with the death of an unarmed American citizen. 

Resignations at the Justice Department 
The controversy reached a new peak on January 13, 2026, when multiple federal prosecutors 
either resigned or announced their retirements in protest. Among those stepping down were 
Joseph H. Thompson, the acting U.S. Attorney for the District of Minnesota, and several senior 
prosecutors from both the Minneapolis U.S. Attorney’s Office and the DOJ’s Civil Rights 
Division. 

These departures reflect deep unease within the department over decisions made by political 
appointees regarding how the Minnesota shooting is being handled. Career attorneys who have 
spent years prosecuting violent crime, civil rights abuses, and public corruption reportedly 
objected to a DOJ directive to shift the investigative focus away from the conduct of the ICE 
officer and toward examining the actions of Good’s family, including her widow. Officials argued 
this was an unprecedented and inappropriate reframing of the case. 

Meanwhile, top leaders in the Civil Rights Division—whose normal role includes investigating 
potential violations of constitutional rights by law enforcement officers—also resigned after being 
informed they would not be involved in the Minneapolis case. This sidelining of experienced civil 
rights prosecutors has alarmed legal observers and is seen as part of a broader shift in 
departmental priorities under current leadership. 

DOJ Priorities and Internal Dissent 
The resignations come amid broader changes within the Department of Justice under the Trump 
administration. Civil rights prosecutors have expressed frustration that the department is 
downplaying traditional investigations into police brutality, use of excessive force, and racial 
discrimination. Instead, the DOJ has emphasized cases involving election issues, bias against 
specific religious groups, and other politically sensitive matters. 

Harmeet Dhillon, the Assistant Attorney General for the Civil Rights Division, who was appointed 
by President Trump, reportedly informed her staff that they would not be part of the Minneapolis 
shooting investigation—breaking with longstanding DOJ practice of involving civil rights experts 
in fatal law enforcement shooting cases. Critics argue that this not only disregards internal 
expertise but politicizes criminal investigations for ideological ends. 



Local and National Fallout 
The fallout from the Minneapolis shooting has extended far beyond legal circles. Protests 
erupted in Minneapolis and across the country, with demonstrators calling for justice for Good 
and demanding federal accountability for the actions of the ICE agent involved. Comparisons 
have been made to other high-profile cases of law enforcement lethal force against civilians, 
further intensifying public pressure on officials at all levels. 

Minnesota officials, angered by the federal exclusion of state investigators, have pursued legal 
avenues to assert their authority in the case. The state’s attorney general has discussed filing 
lawsuits to compel cooperation, while local leaders have renewed calls for independent inquiries 
that include civilian input and community oversight. 

Broader Implications for Justice and Accountability 
The resignations of federal prosecutors over the Minnesota shooting investigation reignite 
long-standing debates about the role of politics in law enforcement and the independence of 
prosecutorial offices. Critics warn that if career attorneys feel unable to pursue investigations 
based on facts and legal standards—as opposed to political directives—it could undermine 
public trust in the justice system. 

Civil liberties advocates argue that lethal use-of-force cases involving federal agents should be 
transparent and include civil rights reviews that are not influenced by political considerations. 
They stress that insulating federal officers from scrutiny creates a dangerous precedent that 
could weaken accountability for civil rights violations nationwide. 

Supporters of the administration’s approach, however, insist that federal agencies must retain 
control over investigations involving their personnel and that national security concerns 
sometimes justify limiting state involvement. They also emphasize that allegations against Good 
and her family are being examined as part of broader security assessments. 

What’s Next? 
As the FBI continues its investigation into the shooting and related matters, multiple legal battles 
are likely to unfold. Minnesota authorities have vowed to pursue their own review of the case if 
federal cooperation remains limited. Federal prosecutors who resigned are expected to speak 
publicly in the coming days about their reasons for leaving, potentially adding further scrutiny to 
DOJ leadership decisions. 

With tensions between federal and state authorities escalating, and public demonstrations 
showing no sign of abating, the case of Renee Good will remain a focal point of national 
conversation about law enforcement accountability, civil rights, and the independence of the 
justice system in politically charged investigations. 
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