
Egypt vs South Africa: AFCON 2025 
Preview, Salah Focus, Team News, 
Lineups, and Match Analysis 
 
 

The clash between Egypt and South Africa at the Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON) 2025 is 
shaping up to be one of the most anticipated fixtures of the tournament. Two historically 
significant African football nations meet with contrasting styles, renewed ambitions, and a 
shared goal of continental success. With Mohamed Salah leading Egypt and South Africa 
arriving with a balanced and disciplined squad, this encounter promises intensity, tactical 
intrigue, and high stakes. 

This comprehensive preview covers team news, expected lineups, key players, tactical 
approaches, and match predictions, offering fans and readers a complete guide to the 
AFCON 2025 showdown. 

 

Match Overview: Egypt vs South Africa at AFCON 2025 
Egypt enter AFCON 2025 as one of the tournament favorites, driven by their rich history and 
experienced core. South Africa, meanwhile, continue to rebuild with a focus on structure, youth 
development, and collective strength. 

This match is more than a group-stage encounter or knockout tie—it is a battle of football 
philosophies. Egypt rely on individual brilliance and tournament pedigree, while South Africa 
emphasize organization, pressing, and tactical discipline. 

 

Egypt Team News: Salah at the Center of Attention 

Mohamed Salah’s Role 

Mohamed Salah remains Egypt’s most influential player and captain. His pace, goal-scoring 
ability, and leadership make him the focal point of Egypt’s attack. At AFCON 2025, Salah is 



expected to operate primarily from the right wing, cutting inside to create chances or finish 
moves. 

Beyond goals, Salah’s presence draws defenders, opening space for midfield runners and 
overlapping full-backs. His experience in high-pressure matches is invaluable, particularly in 
tightly contested AFCON fixtures. 

Egypt Squad Strengths 

Egypt’s squad blends seasoned internationals with emerging talent. Their defensive unit is 
traditionally strong, built around disciplined center-backs and a tactically aware midfield shield. 

Key strengths include: 

●​ Tournament experience​
 

●​ Strong defensive organization​
 

●​ Efficient counter-attacking play​
 

●​ Leadership across the spine of the team​
 

Potential Concerns for Egypt 

While Egypt boast quality, they sometimes struggle against teams that sit deep and disrupt 
rhythm. Over-reliance on Salah can also become predictable if South Africa successfully 
double-mark him. 

 

South Africa Team News: A Disciplined and Organized 
Unit 
South Africa approach AFCON 2025 with a quieter profile but growing confidence. Their recent 
performances show improved defensive solidity and better transitions between defense and 
attack. 

South Africa’s Tactical Identity 

South Africa favor a compact shape, often deploying a disciplined midfield trio that prioritizes 
ball recovery and controlled buildup. Rather than relying on one superstar, they emphasize 
teamwork and positional discipline. 



Key traits include: 

●​ Structured defensive blocks​
 

●​ High work rate across midfield​
 

●​ Quick counters through wide areas​
 

●​ Tactical flexibility during matches​
 

Players to Watch for South Africa 

While South Africa may lack a global superstar like Salah, they compensate with cohesion. 
Their wide players and full-backs play a critical role in stretching the pitch, while the central 
midfield focuses on disrupting opposition play. 

 

Head-to-Head Context: Egypt vs South Africa 
Historically, matches between Egypt and South Africa have been competitive and unpredictable. 
South Africa have previously proven they can upset Egypt on the continental stage, making this 
fixture psychologically significant. 

Egypt will aim to assert dominance early, while South Africa are likely to remain patient, waiting 
for moments to exploit space on the counterattack. 

 

Expected Lineups: Egypt vs South Africa 

Egypt Predicted Starting XI (4-3-3) 

●​ Goalkeeper: First-choice national keeper​
 

●​ Defense:​
 

○​ Right Back: Attack-minded full-back​
 

○​ Center Backs: Experienced pairing​
 

○​ Left Back: Balanced defender​
 



●​ Midfield:​
 

○​ Defensive Midfielder: Ball winner​
 

○​ Central Midfielders: Box-to-box roles​
 

●​ Attack:​
 

○​ Right Wing: Mohamed Salah​
 

○​ Striker: Physical target forward​
 

○​ Left Wing: Direct attacking winger​
 

South Africa Predicted Starting XI (4-2-3-1) 

●​ Goalkeeper: Reliable shot-stopper​
 

●​ Defense:​
 

○​ Back four with emphasis on shape​
 

●​ Midfield:​
 

○​ Two holding midfielders for protection​
 

○​ Attacking midfield trio focused on transitions​
 

●​ Attack:​
 

○​ Lone striker tasked with pressing and hold-up play​
 

 

Tactical Battle: How the Match Could Be Won 

Egypt’s Approach 

Egypt are likely to dominate possession, pushing full-backs high and circulating the ball through 
midfield. Quick switches of play to Salah’s flank will be a major attacking outlet. 

Key tactical goals for Egypt: 



●​ Isolate Salah in one-on-one situations​
 

●​ Stretch South Africa’s defensive shape​
 

●​ Score early to control tempo​
 

South Africa’s Strategy 

South Africa will prioritize defensive compactness, limiting space between the lines. Their 
midfield will aim to block passing lanes into Salah, forcing Egypt to attack through less 
dangerous zones. 

South Africa’s keys to success: 

●​ Maintain defensive discipline​
 

●​ Counter quickly after turnovers​
 

●​ Capitalize on set pieces​
 

 

Match Prediction and Key Factors 
This match is expected to be closely contested. Egypt’s individual quality gives them an edge, 
but South Africa’s organization could frustrate them for long periods. 

Key factors that may decide the game: 

●​ Mohamed Salah’s effectiveness​
 

●​ Midfield battles and physicality​
 

●​ Set-piece execution​
 

●​ Game management in the final 20 minutes​
 

A narrow Egypt win or a low-scoring draw appears likely, depending on how successfully South 
Africa neutralize Egypt’s attacking threats. 

 



Why This Match Matters at AFCON 2025 
For Egypt, this match is about reaffirming their status as continental giants and pushing toward 
another AFCON title. For South Africa, it represents an opportunity to prove progress and 
challenge elite opposition. 

AFCON tournaments often hinge on moments rather than dominance, and this encounter could 
define the trajectory of both teams in the competition. 
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